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GRACE&GLORY
NEWS FROM LINCOLN ACADEMY

Welcome to the latest edition of Grace & Glory  
demonstrating the amazing achievements and activities  

that have happened at Lincoln Academy over recent months.

As an academy we are exceptionally proud of the achievements of our students 
and the dedication of our staff. Our Academy is not just a school it is a vibrant and 
exciting learning community and is based on each and every young person in the 
academy achieving individual excellence.  

In this edition of Grace and Glory there are some fantastic examples of excellence 
being achieved across academic, performance and sporting arenas. I would 
also like to recognise how our learning community came together to collect and 
distribute 40 food hampers at Christmas. This is an example of how our Academy 
can also be a positive influence and hub within our wider community.

Mr M Whitaker, Headteacher 

 www.priorycity.co.uk @Priory_Lincoln          priory_lincoln
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Year 7 Praise Assemblies
Since the start of September, the Year 7 
team have been keen to praise students 
for their hard work in lessons and 
around school. 

Transition for students from Year 6 to Year 7, is a 
big part of a child’s school journey and we wanted 
to partner this journey with nurture, warmth, and 
celebration for their accomplishments. 

Every Friday morning form time, throughout 
Module one and two, has become the time for 
celebration of amazing work. This could be 
showing great attitudes towards learning and 
respect to others, or fantastic skills in lessons. 

An Introduction to Opera
WOW… How lucky were our Year 7 students and pupils from our 
feeder primary schools as they were treated to a workshop by the 
London Festival Opera.

This was a fantastic opportunity for 
students to experience Opera and 
broaden their musical horizons.

London Festival Opera creates 
outstanding, bespoke performances 
of the highest artistic standards in the 
UK and internationally.  The company 
creates performances for special 
events as well as theatre and festival 
appearances, charity events etc.

LFO has over 30 years of experience 
working with the best opera and classical 
singers. LFO has presented opera for a 
wide range of occasions and clients.

It has been an honour to perform 
for members of the Royal Family on 
many occasions including a private 
performance in the presence of Queen 
Elizabeth II.  Other performances have 
been in the presence of His Majesty King 
Charles III, HRH the Princess Royal and 
TRH the Earl and Countess of Wessex.

London Festival Opera is one of the 
world’s leading independent touring 

opera companies engaging distinguished 
opera singers from the major British 
opera companies, including the Royal 
Opera House Covent Garden, English 
National Opera, and Glyndebourne and 
features exceptional young artists at the 
beginning of their international careers.

We are thrilled to be developing our 
programme ‘Opera Magic and have 
already introduced thousands of children 
to the magical world of opera and were 
happy to perform at Lincoln Priory 
Academy, helping to introduce the next 
generation to this wonderful artform.

All our students really enjoyed watching 
and participating in the singing activities 
and would like to thank LFO for coming 
along and treating us to a wonderful 
performance. 

#BeProud  #DreamBig  #KeepGoing

The Year 7 team have been inundated with messages from 
staff about our Year 7s and the great steps that they have 
made in embracing the Lincoln attitudes and their transition 
to ‘big school’. 

A huge well done to our new cohort of 11 and 12 year olds. 

#keepgoing 
#dreambig 
#be proud 
#workhard 
#bekind

What London Festival Opera  
says about Opera 

“Opera is about passion 
– and we are passionate 

about Opera!”



4   |   www.priorycity.co.uk LINCOLN • A PRIORY ACADEMY   |   5

Aim High and Dream Big
With continued support from parents and carers we aim to ensure 
our students strive to achieve 100% attendance.

We have been working with our students so that they understand the impact of time 
off school or poor punctuality. Please look at the information about attendance so you 
can talk about this with your child at home. 

Many students, parents and carers are not aware of the impact on the  
students’ learning by having sporadic time off or being late.

3 school  
days lost

6.5 school  
days lost

10 school  
days lost

13 school  
days lost

19 school  
days lost

5 10 15 20 30

Minutes late to school or lessons

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
EVERY MINUTE MATTERS - BE ON TIME!

Help us to help your child ‘AIM HIGH and DREAM BIG’ by achieving 100% attendance

Good attendance is 
95% or higher. 
This means no more than 
7 days off in the year.

=  Better chance of success
=  Better mental well-being
=  Stronger friendships
=  More involved with school life and activities
=  Less worry about falling behind with learning

90% = half a day 

MISSED   
every week

Exam result 90%.... Amazing!
Q: When is 90% NOT considered a good result?

A: When it is linked 
to attendance

1 school year at 90% 
= 4 weeks of learning 

MISSED

Over 5 years at school, 
that’s half a school year 

MISSED

Science Live Show 
On Thursday 30th November and 
Friday 1st December forty Year 7 and 
thirty Year 8 students respectively 
were taken to the Lincoln Art Centre  
to experience the Science Live Show. 

This was a fantastic learning opportunity, listening to a student friendly lecture including 
live experiments observing particle movement.

The lecture provided sensational science with a biology focus, exploring the history 
and journey of learning through the study of E.Coli and how it has developed our 
understanding of bacteria, disease, gut biome, and even space as well as how it has 
advanced medicine in treating those with diabetes. 

Three lucky Year 7 and one member of staff were selected to take part in the show. 
Overall, the trip was a fun (especially with the amusing antics of scientist assistant 
Colin), interactive and an educational visit for those involved,  
while also providing for some  
their first experience of a  
university environment. 

#BeProud  

#WorkHard  

#KeepGoing  

#DreamBig  

#GraceGlory
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Priory Lincoln go  
to Downing Street

Students of Year 9 had the exciting 
opportunity to take part in a lesson at 10 
Downing Street, this was an initiative set up 
by Mrs Murty (Prime Ministers wife). The aim 
of the visit was to provide the students with 
a unique opportunity to experience what 
goes on behind the scenes of the famous 
black door of 10 Downing Street.

The objective set was to encourage 
more girls into STEM subjects by 
hosting a mini–Dragon’s Den style 
business meeting with the Chief of the 
British Beauty Council, Millie Kendall 
OBE and the CEO of Boots, Seb James.

The students had to design a Christmas 
beauty hamper, work out the financial 
cost and profits, create an advertising 
campaign and deliver a presentation 
to Mrs Murty, Millie Kendall and Seb 
James. During the event, the students 
got a chance to discuss their ideas with 
all three panel members and all the 
students received glowing feedback.

Seb James said, “I would hire all of the 
girls tomorrow, very impressive.” During 
the presentation Millie Kendall said she 
had a tear in her eye and was so proud 

of them. The Year 9 girls performed 
exceptionally well and exceeded all 
expectations, Mrs Hickin and Mrs Elsom 
were also overwhelmed at how amazing 
the girls had presented. 

Once the official event had finished, 
we were given a private tour around 
Number 10. The students got to see the 
cabinet room, hold a famous sword and 
solid gold bowls, sit in the dignitaries’ 
chairs, and see the gardens. I think 
the students were most excited about 
seeing Larry, the Downing Street cat.

After our visit to Number 10 we went 
on a walking tour of London, visiting 
the Houses of Parliament, Westminster 
Abbey, Buckingham Palace, and 
Leicester Square.

Despite storm Babet delaying our 
return to Lincoln, the students (& 
staff) had an amazing once in a 
lifetime experience, which will be 
hard to forget. Autumn Clements 
also recorded our day through a 
beautiful drawing.

Thank you to all the staff at No. 
10 for the experience and warm 
hospitality we received. 

#BeProud  #WorkHard  #DreamBig



A Level Results
Students at Priory Lincoln 
Academy have achieved 
well in their Key Stage 5 
studies. A Level results are 
up on the previous year and 
in vocational subjects, the 
achievement is well over 90% 
merit or distinction.

Their destinations represent the breadth 
of talent of these young people. University 
courses range from Medicine and Engineering 
to Law and Sports Rehabilitation. Continuing 
the tradition of commitment to the services, 
two students are joining the RAF. Students 
are also accessing apprenticeships 
including Engineering and Electronics. Two 
students have been accepted to Priory 
Apprenticeships.

             We are incredibly proud of  
             our students who have worked 
so hard and achieved results that allow 
all of them to progress into university, 
apprenticeships, or the world of work in 
areas of their choice. They have been 
key in helping our school to be a happy, 
safe and inspiring place to be, and we 
are looking forward to seeing where their 
adventures take them in the future.”

Georgia Bugg achieved 
A*, A, A in Geography, 
Biology and English 
and will go on to study 
Marine Biology at 
Plymouth University.

Kayla Moon achieved 
A*, A, B in Biology, 

Chemistry and English 
and will go on to 

study Medicine at The 
University of York.

Callum Lynn and Joshua Bradley 
were both delighted with their 
results. Callum will be going onto 
study Physiotherapy, and Joshua 
will be joining Priory Apprenticeships 
on an IT programme.

Year 13 are fantastic role models  
who display our Lincoln attitudes  

and Trust values. 

“
Headteacher, Richard Trow, said

#BeProud  #WorkHard  #KeepGoing  #DreamBig  #BeKind  #GraceGlory
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GCSE Results
Students at Priory Lincoln Academy celebrated their GCSE results. 

The results reflect the hard work of staff and students. As a staff we are immensely 
proud of the grades which students have achieved and wish all students every 
success in their chosen routes in education and future employment.

Among their many successes were Sophie Bryant with three 9s, two 8s, two 7s, a 6 
and a distinction; Mia Visser who achieved 2 9s, a distinction, two 8s, two 7s, two 6s 
and a 5; Krisztian Obora who celebrated one 9, five 8s, three 6s; Darcy Henderson 
who achieved one 9, five 8s and one 7, one 6 and distinction * and Hollie Bower who 
achieved one 9, a distinction * five 8s, one 7 and two 6s.

Hollie Bower 
celebrating one 
9, a distinction 
* five 8s, one 7 
and two 6s.

Sophie Bryant celebrates 
three 9s, a distinction, 
three 8s, two 7s and one 6.

Mia Visser celebrates 2 
9s, a distinction, two 8s, 
two 7s, two 6s

Krisztian 
Obora 

celebrating 
his excellent 

results.

Owen Holmes celebrates 
one 9, a distinction, three 
8s, four 6s and a 5.

“
Headteacher, 
Richard Trow, said

	 We are amazingly  
	 proud of the 
challenges this year  
group have overcome  
to achieve so much in 
terms of their grades,  
but possibly more 
importantly, in terms  
of their character as 
human beings.”

#BeProud  #WorkHard  #KeepGoing  #DreamBig  #BeKind  #GraceGlory
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Online safety tips for Parents
#parents #onlinesafety

One other website that keeps cropping up in our safeguarding concerns in a platform 
called Omegle. Its actual tag line is Omegle; talk to strangers! Please ensure you 
know what websites your children are accessing. There a ‘live video chat rooms’ 
which young people are accessing freely and is a huge safeguarding concern.

Officially there is no age restriction on Omegle. If you child uses this – they are at risk.

Parental Controls and privacy settings are not just for restricting your 
child and young person’s activity online; the biggest role they play  
is in safety. Internet matters has some great step by step guides to 
support you: www.internetmatters.org

Grooming is when someone seeks to build an emotional connection 
with a child to gain their trust to exploit. Children may often meet people 
through social & gaming sites that aren’t who they say they are. Discuss 
the risks with them. Learn more here: www.internetmatters.org

Help keep your children safe from online exploitation by having open 
conversations about online safety and healthy relationships. Take an 
interest in their online friends and activity as much as you would do  
their offline. Know the signs: www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Being connected is a big part of our lives. But if you or your child are 
seeing things online which creates negative feeling this can build up and 
start having a negative impact on your life. @YoungMindsUK shares tips 
to a more positive online experience: www.youngminds.org.uk

There is a lot of support on all family matters on this website; emotional 
wellbeing to staying safe, careers advice to SEND advice. Please 
explore the website to find services that are available to you or your 
child when you may need them: https://lincolnshire.fsd.org.uk

Age restrictions for  
social media platforms

13 14 15 17 18
18

(13 with 
parents’ 

permission)

Twitter
Facebook
Instagram
Pinterest
Google+
Tumblr
Reddit

Snapchat
Secret LinkedIn

Path

Whatsapp

Vine
Tinder

YouTube
Foursquare

WeChat
Keek
Flickr
Kik

FAKE?

25% OFF

How to protect young 
people from social scams

Talk to children about the issue using news stories to start conversations

•	 When there is a story in the news about the latest online scam then share this with the whole  
	 family – don’t just target young people as anyone can be affected by these things and the  
	 more we talk about online issues the more natural and normal it will become!

Encourage young people to check their privacy settings on  
their social media accounts

•	 Most social media platforms and popular apps are public by default, but  
	 most will allow users to control their privacy for example choosing who can  
	 see their content or who can contact them. You can find information on how  
	 to access these privacy settings here. Once the privacy settings are in place  
	 it is still important to remind children and young people to think carefully  
	 before sharing too much information.

Encourage young people to be more critical about the ads they see 
on social media

•	 Adverts on social media will often look genuine and encourage you to click  
	 to visit their website to make a purchase, it is especially important to make  
	 sure that you are on the site that you think you are on. If in doubt, then  
	 browse to the site yourself rather than relying on a link in the advert. Also,  
	 have a read of our online critical thinking guide to help young people learn  
	 how to make smarter choices online.

If you are in any doubt about whether an offer or a post is genuine 
then visit the website yourself

•	 Encourage young people not to click on any links in a social media post  
	 or email – type in the address, login if necessary and see whether the offer  
	 or claim is indeed genuine.

Reinforce the importance of protecting personal data

•	 Remind young people that their bank will NEVER ask them to provide online  
	 banking password details or a One-Time-Passcode if they are using two-factor  
	 authentication via an email or social media platform, nor will their bank ever  
	 ask them to transfer funds to a safe account or say their money is at risk.

Always report if something looks like a scam

•	 If you or your children become aware of something that looks suspicious  
	 online, then it is important to act. Report it to the platform (you can find out  
	 how to do that here) and you can also report to Action Fraud. Action Fraud  
	 is the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and cybercrime and is the  
	 place where we should report scams if we live in England, Wales, or  
	 Northern Ireland. In Scotland this can be reported directly to the police.

Visit internetmatters.org for more advice         InternetMatters             internetmatters         @im_org



Global Citizenship Day
The 6th December saw Lincoln Academy’s first  

Global Citizenship Day of the academic year. 

The Academy saw staff and external visitors teach 36 different lessons over the day. 

We welcomed external visitors including LINCHire who lead lessons around future 
steps for Year 11 and 6th form, and the Stay Safe Partnership for Year 8 on sessions 
around well-being and safety. Following student feedback, some of the most enjoyed 
lessons were on banking and saving, social media and mental health, the realities of 
prison and alcohol awareness. 

The next Global Citizenship Day will be taking place in Module 4 and a final one in 
Module 6.

#BeProud  #WorkHard  #KeepGoing  #DreamBig  #BeKind  #GraceGlory
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Christmas Hamper 
& Charity Appeal 

A BIG Thank You to everyone that 
donated food or money toward our 
Christmas Hamper and Charity appeal.

We could not believe how generous the 
students, their families and staff were. All 
the food was put into boxes and donated 
to the families in the school that needed 
help at Christmas.

The students, their families and staff 
lived up to our ethos of being kind and 
generous.

The money raised from the Christmas 
Jumper Day was £161.34! (Which is 
amazing)!! This was donated to National 
Save the Children Charity. 

The Admin team worked hard putting the 
food parcels together containing tinned 
items, pasta sauces, biscuits, rice, pasta, 
toiletries and lots more so that full meals 
could be made from the box contents.

Thank you again for everything donated, 
what a great show of generosity and 
kindness 

#BeProud 
#BeKind 
#GraceGlory

Tree of Positivity
This year we focused on positivity, both in behaviour and educational 
achievements. Staff have been working hard to achieve positive changes 
within the school. 

One idea to recognise the great work that the Year 11s did 
was to have a Tree of Positivity with Christmas baubles. 
The Christmas baubles were used to enter the students 
into a positivity raffle, the more nominations the students 
had the more chances they had of getting a prize.

It was lovely to see the baubles with the names of 
students going up on the tree and to see the students 
checking whether they have received any nominations. 
Our drive to spread positivity for our Year 11 students ran 
up to Christmas, during their mocks to encourage them to 
keep going and to be positive throughout.

During the lessons, teachers highlighted Year 11s who 
they felt deserved praise and a member of SLT came to 
the class and if appropriate award achievement points. 
The students really enjoyed this and the increase in 
positivity was lovely to see.

#BeKind  #WorkHard  #DreamBig
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THE PRIORY SIXTH FORM
T LEVELS  •  A LEVELS  •  BTECS  •  APPRENTICESHIPS

www.prioryfederation.co.uk/sixthform2024

We offer a wide variety of academic and technical 
pathways, across a full range of curriculum areas. 

For more info about each of our Sixth Form campuses, 
please scan the QR code or visit our website.



Christmas Lunch 2023
On Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th December 2023, students at 
the Academy were invited to join together for a Christmas Lunch.

Students from all years took part and received a yummy chicken dinner, complete with 
Yorkshire pudding and of course the ‘love them or hate them’ brussel sprouts. This was 
all followed by a chocolate treat and a drink to complete the menu.

Festive cheer was spread by staff serving students alongside the wonderful catering 
staff led by Mrs Vear. Christmas jumpers and headwear was seen across the Academy 
and a good time was had by staff and students alike.

We are already looking forward to the event taking place again next Christmas!

Paris and Disneyland Trip
December saw 57 of our students visit Paris 
and Disneyland.
During the trips, students visited central Paris. In the morning 
we went up the Eiffel Tower…by foot! We can now confirm 
the Eiffel Tower is a lot higher and hard work to reach the top 
than a lot of us thought! However, it was well worth the effort, 
affording us a wonderful 360° panoramic view of the city of lights. The afternoon was 
spent at a Christmas market, just next to the Louvre art gallery. Here students had the 
opportunity to try out their French buying presents for friends and family. There was 
also lots of regional food on offer for students to taste as well as some terrifying rides!

The visit to Disneyland was great fun with a lot of childhood dreams being fulfilled.

During the visit we stayed at the Château de la Grande Romaine just outside Paris. 
The staff were excellent, as was the food, with students trying a variety of French 
dishes, including snails. 

Our students were a credit to the Academy with the coach driver and staff at the 
centre remarking how well behaved and polite our group was.

#Passion  #DreamBig  #WorkHard
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Visit to Bishop Grosseteste University 
On Friday 1st December ten Sixth Form students 
visited BGU for their first ever STEM Day called 
‘An Introduction to Computing and Mathematics: 
Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Reality and Beyond’.

Led by BGU Mathematics programme lead Dr Wahiba Toubal, students explored Core 
Mathematical techniques including Number Theory, Linear Programming, Probability, 
Algebra and Pythagoras. They also learnt about modern applications in the field of 
Artificial Intelligence and how this is used in the health care profession, for example 
analysing X-ray images. 

The interactive hands-on sessions include 
a Virtual Reality lab experience, and an 
introduction to Python coding workshop with 
special guest lecturer Dr Yan Wen, who has 
completed his PhD in Artificial Intelligence 
and Machine Learning. Python is a high-level, 
general-purpose programming language. Again 
this can be used in the healthcare industry for 
diagnosing and treating dementia, depression, 
PTSD and many other conditions and illnesses.

Finally students attempted a series of 
Mathematics problems to crack a code 
enabling them to unlock the door out of the 
escape room. 

Students commented that they found the day 
helpful in their decisions on potential courses 
when applying for university.

Careers at the Forefront of  
our Students Development

Lincoln College Experience Day 
As part of the academy’s careers delivery, a group of yr. 8 students 
went on a visit to Lincoln College to take part in their Experience 
Day on Friday 13th October 2023. Students had the opportunity 
to engage with staff from various departments and learn about 
technical training, A Levels, apprenticeships, and more.

Each curriculum area also provided an interactive activity to ignite students’ interest 
in future career options. This involved the students trying their hand at plumbing, 
engineering, and even trying out wearing a police uniform. Students were also able 
to go on a campus tour visiting the different buildings. Lots of freebies were available 
to take home including rubber ducks that were awarded to those who successfully 
completed tasks. 

Lincolnshire Health and Careers Event 
On Tuesday 7th November 2023, students from Years 10, 12 and 13 
with an interest in a potential career in the NHS visited The Lincolnshire 
Health and Careers Event. This took place in the Engine Shed at the 
University of Lincoln, the students were also able to experience being 
in the university campus. 

There were over 50 different career stations covering a wide range of professions 
including Clinical Engineering, Nursing, Dentistry, IT, Plumbing, Corporate Service, 
Hospice Care, Occupational Therapy, and the Ambulance Service amongst others.

Students had the opportunity to gain an insight into the diverse range of occupations in 
Health & Care across Lincolnshire. They were also able to view a large variety of skills 
and career opportunities and speak directly to working professionals about real jobs to 
explore professions and make informed choices about their future career prospects.  

Up and Coming Events 
On Thursday 4th July 2024 the academy’s careers department will hold their annual 
Careers Fair. The Careers Fair offers an excellent way for students to learn about what 
companies have on offer, the different roles available, and gain an understanding of 
what different jobs entail.

There will also be an opportunity to both hear about and try hands on the skills needed 
to be successful in today’s economy. Exhibitors will include local and international 
businesses from a broad range of industries alongside recruiters, colleges, 
universities, and other training providers.  

#WorkHard 
#DreamBig
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Little Shop of Horrors
Students and staff at the Lincoln Academy have worked incredibly 
hard to produce another outstanding production. Little Shop of 
Horrors has definitely cemented itself as one of Mrs Jackson’s 
favourite performances to date!

Tyler, as Seymour Krelborn, was the star of the show. His passion for the role and talent 
were exceptional and we can’t wait to see his next performance. Jess, Delilah and Lucy 
were also incredible. Their ability to engage the audience and drive the narrative was 
fantastic, not to mention their phenomenal harmonies.

Over the course of two days, students performed four shows. We welcomed over 400 
primary school students into our academy as well as parents, friends and alumni. 

Twelve weeks is not a long time to produce such a polished performance. From learning 
lines to building giant man-eating plants, the determination shown by everyone to 
provide our school and local community with a stellar production is beyond words. 

In January, Mrs Jackson will be rewarding every 
student who took part with a breakfast, special 
award or a Subject Champion tie and badge. 

Look out for our next performance, MADD, in 
the summer term. 

#BeProud  #KeepGoing  #DreamBig  #GraceGlory
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Sporting Activities this term

Module two saw the start of this 
year’s dodgeball club to Years 
7, 8 and 9. Every week over 40 
students have been dodging, 
ducking, dipping, and diving 
their way to victory. 

Dodgeball club is on every Wednesday 
from 3pm to 4pm, open to all and 
students only need to bring their 
trainers to take part. The Dodgeball 
club is a real hit with our students and 
is allowing them to make new friends 
as well as take part in a new activity. 

Another way we are trying to inspire 
our students is by introducing new 
sporting experiences. 

DODGEBALL

LINCOLN INSPIRES

#BeProud  #WorkHard  #KeepGoing  
#DreamBig  #BeKind  #GraceGlory

16 students from the Academy took part 
and experienced the inclusion sports event 
kindly organised by the @uolsportscentre.

Our students got a real taste of what it’s 
like to be a disabled sports person and 
the steps the University of Lincoln take to 
make events inclusive.

Our sports leaders were inspired by the 
organisation and facilities on offer  
@unilincoln.

Thank you for a wonderful morning.



Year 7 Football team

 www.priorycity.co.uk
@Priory_Lincoln          priory_lincoln

Lincoln Cross Country Competition
On Friday 1st December we took a team of 48 students to a very 
cold Riseholme College for the Lincoln Schools Cross-Country 
Competition.

As the snow began to fall our students headed off to run their races, all students 
performed exceptionally well in very difficult conditions.

Rebecca Butt in Year 12 ran immensely well and has qualified to represent Lincoln at 
the next round, well done to Rebecca. Evie Gomez in Year 7 missed out by one place 
but must be very proud of her achievement.

All students should be very proud of their performances and the way they conducted 
themselves, I for one was very proud of them and it was a pleasure to see their 
individual achievements.  

#WorkHard   #KeepGoing


